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This book presents an inquiry into the invention of innovative ways of ad-
dressing some contemporary Latin American cities and territories design 

problems. The aim is to highlight the contemporary relevance of the postcoloni-
al urbanism and its subjects intended as specific socio–spatial conditions charac-
terized by precise urbanities, economies, social relationships, by conflict–related 
rural/wilderness/urban realms. It is an attempt to conceptualize and construct-
ing them as a project. The hypothesis is that projects and researches presented in 
this publication try to demonstrate some relevant elements in the construction of 
a different discourse within traditional postcolonial urban theories providing test 
cases for the elaboration of innovative planning and design strategies.

Contributors: Holger Patricio Cuadrado Torres, Maria de los Angeles Cuenca Rosillo, Santiago del Hier-
ro, Antonio di Campli, Kenny Espinoza Carvajal, Santiago Espinoza Carvajal, Manuela Guzmán Ramírez, 
Sabina Lenoci, Fernanda Luzuriaga Torres, Leandro Minuchin, Giulia Testori, Juan C. Villacrés.

Arch. Ph.D Antonio di Campli is a scholar, researcher and writer. He currently teach-
es urbanism at the University of Camerino, Italy, and develops research activities at 

the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Bogotá, Colombia, and at the Universidad Técnica 
Particular de Loja, Ecuador. In past years he has taught in various universities in Europe 
and Latin America. He has published extensively in the field of urban design theories and 
practices, postcolonial urbanism and modernism in non–Western contexts.

Arch. Sabina Lenoci, Ph.D in Urban planning, is a researcher and practitioner in 
the field of urban planning. She has been teaching urban planning since 2002 at 

the IUAV University in Venice and since 2015 at the Polythecnic of Turin. She wrote 
many articles and books. Her most important publications are: Tra arte ecologia e ur-
banistica, Meltemi 2005; Il desiderio di urbanità della città contemporanea. Il caso la 
Défense, Quodlibet 2013 and Rigenerazione urbanistica tra Italia e Europa, Turati 2012. 
She worked as urban planner in France (La Défense, Paris), in Africa (Chad) and in Italy: 
Venice, Trieste, Salento. She is presently City Councillor responsible for town planning at 
the municipality of Canosa di Puglia (Italy).



A08



Vai al contenuto multimediale

This book has been published under the patronage of Università IUAV di Venezia and
Universidad Técnica Particular de Loja.



Antonio di Campli
Sabina Lenoci

Postcolonial urbanism

Urban Experimentations and Territorial Researches from the Tropics



Aracne editrice

www.aracneeditrice.it
info@aracneeditrice.it

Copyright © MMXVIII
Gioacchino Onorati editore S.r.l. – unipersonale

www.gioacchinoonoratieditore.it
info@gioacchinoonoratieditore.it

via Vittorio Veneto, 20
00020 Canterano (RM)

(06) 45551463

isbn 978-88-255-1091-1

No part of this book may be reproduced
by print, photoprint, microfilm, microfiche, or any other means,

without publisher’s authorization.

Ist edition: April 2018

www.aracneeditrice.it
info@aracneeditrice.it
www.gioacchinoonoratieditore.it
info@gioacchinoonoratieditore.it


Le langage du colon, quand il parle du colonisé, est un langage zoologique. On fait allusion
aux mouvements de reptation du Jaune, aux émanations de la ville indigène, aux hordes, à

la puanteur, aux pullulements, aux grouillements, aux gesticulations. Le colon, quand il
veut bien décrire et trouver le mot juste, se réfère constamment au bestiaire.

Frantz Fanon, Les Damnés de la Terre
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An End to “Empty” Land. Ecuador’s colonization 
of the Amazon

di sAntiAgo del hierro1*

The Orient is a myth.
Galo Plaza Lasso, President of Ecuador (1968)

The Supreme Government Council, considering […] that it is favorable to di-
splace people from the more populated zones of the Highlands and the Coast 
to the Amazon Region of the Country, in order to foster here culture and pro-
duction, […] decrees the following Law for the Colonization of the Amazon. 

Region […] 
Government of Ecuador Official Registry 504 (1978)

During the 1970s, a mainstream conception of Ecuador’s Amazon Re-
gion would gradually change from considering it barren land to one of 
endless opportunities due to the beginning of oil extraction. Parallel to the 
birth of this new economy, and also as a consequence of new roads being 
built in this region for access to oil extraction sites, a program for coloni-
zation of the northern Amazon was developed by the newly established 
Institute of Colonization of the Amazon Region of Ecuador (INCRAE) in 
1978, six years after the first barrel of oil was extracted from what would 
later become the city of Lago Agrio, close to the border with Colombia.

As part of the Law for the Colonization of the Amazon Region, clu-
sters of farms arrayed along these new roads would be handed to coo-
peratives of farmers that would come from other parts of the country, 

* Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador, Facultad de Arquitectura, Diseño y Artes, 
Quito, Ecuador.
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especially the provinces of Loja and Manabí. Each farm would be 0.25 
km wide x 2 km long (50 hectares) and can be considered to be the 
basic unit for land-use change in Ecuador’s Amazon, giving shape to 
what appears like “fish-bone” deforestation patterns. Almost four deca-
des later, the region between the two main oil towns, Lago Agrio and El 
Coca, is a worn-out landscape where social, economic and environmen-
tal problems are extremely hard to deal with by local administration. 

Monoculture oil palm plantations, together with recent infrastructure 
projects like roads, oil extraction camps and river transfer ports don’t 
seem to point towards sustainable development in the region but to in-
creased patterns of land-use change.

Figure 1. Map of 1977 showing the areas of intervention for agrarian reform (light 
grey) and colonization (dark grey) by the Ecuadorian Institute of Agrarian Reform and 
Colonization (IERAC), established in 1964. The dashed rectangle marks the region 
between Lago Agrio and El Coca which has now been colonized almost in its entirety. 
Source: Archives of the former National Institute of Agrarian Reform (INDA).
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Figure 2. Aerial photography of land-use change in the region between Lago Agrio 
and El Coca between 1977 and 2002.
Source: GEO Amazonia, 2009. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and 
the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO). 

Figure 3. 1986 map of farm distribution in Puerto Aguarico, current day Lago Agrio. 
Here is where Texaco extracted first extracted oil in 1972.
Source: Archives of the former National Institute of Agrarian Reform (INDA).
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Figure 4. Rasterized vector file of Shushifindi’s cadaster map. The town’s urban tis-
sue is surrounded by cooperative clusters of 50 hectare farms along main and secon-
dary roads.
Source: Autonomous Decentralized Government (GAD) of the Province of Su-
cumbíos. Edited by the author.
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Figure 5. Map of a Siona and Secoya indigenous community (left) adjacent to 50 
hectare farms (right) given out to colonist cooperatives. 
Source: Archives of the former National Institute of Agrarian Reform (INDA).
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Figure 6. 1975 Housing project for IERAC staff in Shushufindi and a perspective of 
a Community Center. It is important to note how an Institution that planned regional 
development from offices at the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock would also 
develop an architectural language to use as standards for colonization. The INDA 
archives contain dozens of drawings for several architectural typologies.
Source: Archives of the former National Institute of Agrarian Reform (INDA). 
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Figure 7. Facade for a house in Shushufindi by IERAC. A lack of understanding of 
local conditions in the Amazon is clear when a elements like a chimney or Andean 
ponchos appear in the drawing.
Source: Archives of the former National Institute of Agrarian Reform (INDA).

Figure 8. Projection of a “desired scenario” for the Kichwa indigenous community 
of Itaya. The drawing was realized by members of the community in 2010 with the 
guidance of staff from the Provincial Government of Sucumbíos. Itaya is a commu-
nity that can now be accesed by road and lies close to a river port managed by Petro-
amazonas, a state owned oil company. Many of the features of this drawing reflect 
the way the community has assumed a hibrid type of settlement, negotiating between 
how they used to live a few decades ago and what they have experienced in nearby 
colonist settlements.  
Source: Autonomous Decentralized Government (GAD) of the Province of Su-
cumbíos. 
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Figure 9. 2011 map of oil extraction blocks and the countries to which these belon-
ged. Even though oil companies have no jurisdiction over social issues in the space 
concessioned to them, the reality was different and in some cases, their relation with 
communities would replace that what should have been of the government, becoming 
providers of education and healthcare. Dependency on these foreign corporations 
would pose a contradiction when several locals would become ill due to environmen-
tal contamination generated by these same companies. 
Image: Santiago del Hierro.
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Figure 11. Construction of road between Yamanunka and Puerto Providencia in 2012. 
This road has established a new colonization frontier between 3 protected national 
parks: Limoncocha, Yasuní and Cuyabeno.
Image: Santiago del Hierro.

Figure 10. Aerial photograpies showing land-use change around Texaco’s Campo 
Sacha oil extraction facilities between 1975 and 2001.
Source: Military Geographic Institute.
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Figure 12. Concept drawing of agroecology strategies for farms in Ecuador’s nor-
thern Amazon. The basic concept is to develop an environmental recuperation stra-
tegy that includes food production as part of a new type of biodiversity which is not 
exactly as it used to be. This might foster land as a productive landscape while at the 
same time giving space for more plant and animal biodiversity, together with higher 
carbon sequestration. It can be thought of as a transition to more robust forest covera-
ge in a longer period of time.
Image: Santiago del Hierro, Gabriel Moyer-Perez and Sergio Calderón.

Figure 13. A more realistic utopia: farms that are restored to a healthier vegetated 
state through agroecology, without an ambition to mimic recently untouched forest 
but to provide a more biodiverse setting for colonists in the future. 
Image: Santiago del Hierro.
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